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Period fo'r Rep^'''^'' communication appears on the cover she^t with the correspondence address ~ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 IVIONTH^Sl FROi^ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MUNTH(S) FROM 

- Failure to reply wiO«n the set or extended period for reply will, bys.atute. caufe the app cS ,o teileS^^^^ communication. 

status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication{s) filed on 30 August 2004 . 
2bM This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qt/ay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 9i20 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) U The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PT0.152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)n All b)\J Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No, 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Tke following is a quotation of tke second paragrapk of 35 U.S.G. 112: 

Tke specification skall conclude witk one or more claims particularly pointing out anJ Jislinctly claiming tke 
suLject matter wLick tke appkcant regards as kis invention. 

Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapk, as keing indefinite for 
faikng to particularly point out and distinctly claim tke sukject matter wkick applicant regards as 
tke invention. 

Claim 9 appears confusing. Line 1 sets fortk a scalloped edge "for a dustpan". However, 
line 5 positively attackes tke strip to a front end of a klade of a dustpan. Tkus, applicant kas 
claimed tke comkination, tut tke preamtle skovJd te amended to matck. For example, kne 1 
could set fortk —A scalloped edge witk a dustpan, comprising:—. Tkus tke comkination would 
clearly Le set fortk. 
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Claim Refections - 35 USC §102 



Tke following is a quotation of tke appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 tkat form 
tke tasis for tke rejections under tkis section made in tkis Office action: 

A person sLall he entitleJ to a patent unless - 

(t) the invention was patented or descriU in a printed putlication in tkis or a foreign country or in putlic use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to tke date of application for patent in tke United States. 

Claims 15, 16, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(L) as keing anticipated ky 
Wyant (US patent 3,232,505). 

Tke patent to Wyant discloses a planar strip (16, fig.4) kaving a scalloped edge (15, fig.3) 
tkereon. Tke edge is formed as a continuous series of Leveled semi-circular protruding segments. 
Wkile tke strip of Wyant is not disclosed as for use witk a dustpan, notking would prokikit suck. 
Tke strip of Wyant could te used witk a dustpan and is "adapted" for attackment to a front end 
of a klade of a dustpan, in-so-far as suck defines any particular structure. 

Witk respect to claim 17, as Wyant discloses tkat tke edge is kardened and ground, tke 
strip is considered to ke of metal. "Hardened" conventionally refers to a metal treating process. > 
Witk respect to claim 20, tke strip of Wyant does reduce in tkickness from tke rear edge 
to tke front edge as is claimed. Use of tke term "gradually" does not distinguisk from Wyant. 
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Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as teing anticipated hy Stare 
(US patent 3,495,352). 

Tke patent to SLare discloses a planar metal strip (12, fig.l) kaving a scalloped edge 
tkereon. Tke edge is formed as a continuous series of semi-circular protruding segments (24). 
Wkile tke strip of SLare is not disclosed as for use witk a dustpan, notking would prokiLit suck. 
Tke strip of Stare could he used witk a dustpan and is "adapted" for attackment to a front end 
of a tlade of a dustpan, in-so-far as suck defines any particular structure. 

Claim Refectionig - 55 USC §103 

Tke following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke basis for all 
obviousness rejections set fortk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not Le okainej tLougk tke invention is not iJentically JiscloseJ or descriLeJ as set forlk in 
section 102 of tkis title, if tke differences ketween tke sukject matter sougkt to ke patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke sukject matter as a wkole would kave keen okvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skU in tke art to wkick. said sukject matter pertains. Patentakikty skall not ke negatived ky tke 
manner in wkick tke invention was made. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sbare 
(US patent 3,495,352) in view of Trifiletti (US patent 4,969,289). 

Tke patent to Sbare discloses all of tke above recited subject matter witk tke exception of 
tke strip being made of rubber or plastic. 

Tke patent to Trifiletti discloses tkat it is known to mate edging of rubber, plastics and 
metal (col. 1, lines 34-46) 
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It would kave teen otvious to one of skill in tke art to make tke strip of S We of rutker 
or plastics, instead of metal, as suggested is known Ly Trifiletti, to provide a strip tkat it resistant 
to corrosion. Additionally, it appears tut a ckoice of materials to employ rutter or plastics 
instead of metal. Suck are known substitutions for one anotker in tke meckanical arts. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments witk respect to claims 15-20 are kave been considered but are moot 
in view of tke new ground(s) of rejection. As set fortk above, Wyant and Sbare disclose strips 
witk a scalloped edge providing protruding segments as is claimed. It appears tkat if tke edge of 
claim 15 were claimed in combination witk a dustpan, suck would distinguisk from botk Wyant 
and Sbare. 

Allowahle Suhject Matter 



claims 1-8 are allowed. 

Claims 9-14 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome tke rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragrapk, set fortk in tkis Office action. 
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Conch 



'uston 



Applicant's amendment necessitated tke new ground(s) of rejection presented in tkis 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of tke extension of time policy as set fortk in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A skortened statutory period for reply to tkis final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from tke mailing date of tkis action. In tke event a first reply is filed witkin TWO 
MONTHS of tke mailing date of tkis final action and tke advisory action is not mailed until 
after tke end of tke THREE-MONTH skortened statutory period, tken tke skortened statutory 
period will expire on tke date tke advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will ke calculated from tke maikng date of tke advisory action. In no event, 
kowever, will tke statutory period for reply expire later tkan SIX MONTHS from tke date of tkis 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould te directed to Gary K Grakam wkose telepkone numter is 571-272-1274. Tke 
examiner can normally ke reacked on Tuesday to Friday (6:30-4:00). 



t 
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If attempts to reacli tke examiner hy telephone are xmsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Rotert Ward en can Le readied on 571-25^2-1281. Tke fax plione number for tLe 
organi2;ation wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding tke status of an appkcation may Le obtained from tke Patent 
Appkcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for puLlisked appkcations 
may Le obtained from eitker Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublisked 
appkcations is available tkrougk Private PAIR only. For more information about tke PAIR 
system, see kttp://pair-direct. uspto.gov. Skould you kave questions on access to tke Private PAIR 
system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Gary K Grakam 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1744 
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14 November 2004 



